Strand:  Career
Family Career Tree Project
Suggested grade level: 6th
Time frame: 45 minutes (2 sessions of 30-45 minutes each)
SOL correlations MC2, MC5 from Standards for School Counseling Programs in VA Public Schools (2004)
Description/Purpose of the lesson
Student’s choices in careers often mirror those of their family. In order to help students understand their career interests, the education/training necessary and the skills they will need to achieve their goals, students are asked to complete a family career tree. Students will interview family members to find out the following information for their parents, grandparents and great-grandparents (or as far back as possible):
1. Occupation

2. Training/Education

3. Place of origin

Under their name, they are asked to put their goal, the education/training needed and where they see themselves living in the future.  Students may complete their work on the worksheet provided, or if they choose, they may develop a family tree of their own and decorate it. 
Materials:
Project description sheet
Family Tree worksheet
Procedure:

Session One: Given the current economic situation, students will need to leave school ready to enter the work force. Some students will select college or other post secondary training, others will want to get right to work. Discuss various careers and the level of training or education necessary. Briefly poll students on what their parents do for a living. Describe the project and show an example of completed family tree. Show where each person on the tree came from, what they did, how they learned to do it and how the family careers changed on the time line along with the amount of training needed/available. 
Session Two: Ask for volunteers to present their project to the class. No one will be forced to stand in front of the room and display their work, but everyone will be encouraged to do so. 
Assessment: Students will be able to identify various career opportunities and the required education/training for each.
Thematic Correlations:   This lesson is linked to the post war era to show the changes which occurred in education, training and career opportunities afforded to succeeding generations of  Americans.
